THE   BEGINNINGS   OF   THE   MIDDLE   AGES
also, as we have seen, some trade in the products of the soil; we
have very little information on the subject, but the trade un-
doubtedly existed. This may be deduced from the fact that the
great landowners paid the impost in money, and that their con-
ductores remitted the revenues of their domains in silver. This, of
course, implies .that the products of the soil were sold. But to
whom were they sold? Undoubtedly to the inhabitants of the
cities, which were still numerous. And also, perhaps, to traders.
Now, under the Carolingians we no longer find any trace of this
normal circulation of the products of the soil. The best proof of
this is found in the disappearance of oil as a source of light in the
churches, and also of incense. No more oil was arriving, even from
Provence. Hence the appearance of the cerarii, who were unknown
before the end of the Merovingian period. Eginhard, at Seligenstadt,
could not obtain any wax, and was obliged to have it sent from
his domains near Gand.
It was the same with wine, but here the decline was still more
striking. It could no longer be obtained in the ordinary way of
trade, except here and there through the intermediary of a Jew.
Consequently, as it was indispensable, if only for the purposes of
religion, every effort was made to secure estates which produced
wine. This was especially noticeable in the case of the abbeys of
the Low Countries. And it is all the more significant in that these
abbeys were situated in the country traversed by the rivers on
which the Frisians circulated. It is evident, therefore, that the small
amount of traffic on these rivers was not sufficient to supply
the abbeys with wine; nevertheless, until the incursions of the
Normans a certain amount of wine was exported from France to
Scandinavia.
The only way of making sure of obtaining wine was to produce
it oneself, for even when it was possible to obtain it through
commercial channels one might not always have enough silver
to buy it. The only expedient was to purchase vineyards. The
abbeys in the valley of the Meuse obtained vineyards, on the banks
of the Rhine and the Moselle, while those in the valley of the
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